COMMUNITY SERVICES

[ TN

BWa s toveNmpowernent.

Our Mission:

Venture Community Services
provides support to individuals
facing diverse challenges through
a compassionate and
dedicated workforce using
innovative practices that
encourage independence,
empowerment and opportunity.

SAVE THE DATE

April 14th, 2016
Bridgewell Autism
Conference, Framingham

Venture is a Conference Sponsor
April 28,2016

ADDP Conference & Expo
DCU Center, Worcester

Venture is the Keynote Sponsor
The speaker is Lee Woodruff

Friday, June 17, 2016
Venture Charity Golf Classic
Our popular tournament is back at
Blissful Meadows in Uxbridge

Thursday, Nov 3, 2016
Venture Wine & Beer
Tasting & Auction

Great event sponsored by Ted's
of Charlton held at OSV.

1 Picker Road
Sturbridge, MA 01566
venturecs.org

info@venturecs.org
508-347-8181

WINTER 2016

We are proud to share an article by Mike Hyland, Venture President & CEO, that
appeared in the most recent edition of The Provider. This newspaper is the flagship
publication for the Providers’ Council and is widely considered the voice of the

private provider industry in Massachusetts.

More info at: providers.org

THE MULTI-SENSORY EXPERIENCE

Technology has vastly changed the way most
of us live. We send e-mail instead of letters,
we scan documents rather than fax them, we
talk to each other through our cars, and we
watch television on 46 inch screens at home
and 8 inch screens on trains and park bench-
es. Technology has also brought many tools
to the human services industry, from iPads to
alternative communication devices. One of
the best advances in supporting people living
with autism has come in the proliferation of
sensory rooms.

Sensory rooms have been in use in Europe
since the 1970s and are now becoming in-
creasingly common in the U.S. They are safe
places for many populations including those
with dementia and people who have suffered
a traumatic brain injury. The sensory room is
now a vital tool in supporting children and
adults on the autism spectrum who typically
do not perceive their surroundings in the
same way that most of us do. At Venture
Community Services we use sensory rooms to
give a person control of sensory experiences
in a way that is not possible in public spaces.

Our two most recently built homes were
both constructed with space for sensory

rooms. In fact, all future Venture programs
will be designed with sensory rooms in mind.
Currently, the agency is 75
finishing construction on
a sensory room in our
Sturbridge Day Hab pro-
gram. This space is the
result of a generous do-
nation from the Hoyt
Foundation and it creates
specialized programming

Mike Hyland
President & CEO

opportunities for several populations.

Like all sensory rooms, the agency’s newest
one is being built with careful attention to
detail around lighting, flooring, colors, sound,
and tactile options. The room is equipped
with tools that allow for safe exploration
while also helping individuals de-escalate
away from the larger group. It is also a space
where staff members can work directly with
individuals to develop coping techniques as
well as to experience sensory stimulation in a
way that is meaningful to the individual. Alt-
hough many people will use the sensory
room, each person will experience the envi-
ronment in a unique way.

Continued on next page....

Venture Selected by the Worcester Business Journal as a 2015 Top Workplace

Worcester Business Journal'

2015TOP

WORKPLACES

We are happy to announce the we have been selected as a Top Workplace
2015 by the Worcester Business Journal. We are recognized in the Health &
Well Being category | large employer. We are proud to receive this award
and proud of all of our employees who work hard everyday to provide
exceptional services to all we support!


http://providers.org/

MULTI-SENSORY THERAPIES

VENTURE DEDICATES NEW SENSORY ROOM

Venture held a ribbon cutting & dedication of their new multi-sensory environment on Friday, December 4™. The space was con-
structed with funds from a donation made by the Hoyt Foundation, founded by the famed father-son running team of Dick and
Rick Hoyt. Located in their Sturbridge Day Habilitation program, this new treatment option was named and dedicated in honor of
Rick Hoyt.

Sensory environments are a vital tool in supporting children and adults on the autism spectrum and with other disabilities who
typically do not perceive their surroundings in the same way that most of us do. Venture uses sensory rooms to give a person
control of sensory experiences in a way that is not possible in public spaces.

“The sensory room is a great addition to our program,” said Kevin Hughes, Vice President of Day Services at Venture. “This room
will allow the people we support to experience their environment in a way that is safe and meaningful to each person that uses
it. We are appreciative the generosity of the Hoyt Foundation that has made this possible”

Patrick enjoying one of the bean Ready to cut the ribbon: Leon Gaumond, Sturbridge Town Barbara relaxing in the glider

bag chairs with the Smartboard Administrator, State Representative Todd Smola, Kevin Hughes, after using the illuminated

in the background. These types VP of Day Services at Venture, Dick Hoyt, Rick Hoyt, Kristin marble board. Marble boards
of chairs provide even deep pres- Dryjowicz, Program Director at Venture provide visual, tactile and aural
sure input throughout the body, sensory input.

which is soothing

Continued from previous page... equipped with other tools that both soothe and stimulate any-
one struggling with sensory processing. A marble board allows
an individual to work quietly with his hands, special lighting
allows an individual to control the way the room looks visually,
special carpeting controls sound amplification, and special fur-
niture creates a space of comfort. We encourage participants to
touch because everything in the room is safe. We also encour-
age participants to tell us what helps them to relax so that we
can help them maximize the benefits of the sensory room. In
The work station allows staff members to present the people  this context, our sensory rooms are truly a space where collabo-
we support with highly individualized opportunities to experi-  rative treatment occurs.

ence sensory stimulation on a spectrum that is non-threatening
and actually controlled by the individual. We see the Smart
Board as an essential tool in helping individuals to experience
sensory stimulation in an affirmative way.

Perhaps the most exciting element in our new sensory room is
the Smart Board. It opens the door to countless options that
encourage an individual to express creativity, feelings, and ideas
in a soothing way. The technology keeps evolving but the board
itself essentially becomes a large touch pad that allows a person
to manipulate words, pictures, or environments to either ex-
press feelings or to simply relax through an active process.

The vital treatment that is provided by the human services
workforce in this state is certainly as challenging as it has ever
been, probably even more so. However, the more that we as
providers are able to do with technology, the better treatment
In addition to the Smart Board, Venture’s latest sensory roomis  centers and workplaces we can create.




VENTURE UPDATES

DICK & RICK HOYT CONTRIBUTE $15,000 TO VENTURE

Venture received a $15,000 donation from the Hoyt Foundation. Hundreds of peo-
ple with developmental disabilities supported by Venture will now have greater
access to the opportunities they deserve thanks to this contribution.

Dick and Rick Hoyt, the famed father-son running team, made the donation to
Mike Hyland, Venture President & CEO. “We are thankful to have the support of
The Hoyt Foundation,” said Hyland. “Their continued partnership with our agency

speaks to their generosity and their commitment to people living with disabilities.

Dick & Rick Hoyt presenting the donation
to Mike Hyland, Venture President & CEO

QUICK SNAPSHOP OF VENTURE TODAY
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275 people receiving 139 people attending day
166 people receiving 44 community residences transportation services habilitation programs
residential services
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professional training
for the community

almost 700 employees $32 million annual revenue 112 vans in transportation fleet

VENTURE HOSTS WEBELOS FOR TRAINING EVENT

The Venture Professional Development Department (Walter,
Antonio & Lindsey) were happy to volunteer their time to host
Webelos Pack 239 from Ware to teach them about First Aid and
learn about the responsibilities of being a first responder.

Venture has a strong and active commitment to professional
development. Many trainings are available to the community:

ServSafe Medication Administration
CPR | AED | First Aid Program (MAP)

Defensive Driving Preventing Sexual Harassment
Bloodborne Pathogens & Discrimination

http.//www.venturecs.org/services/training-education/



http://www.venturecs.org/services/training-education/
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Pdr ways to empowerment.

Our Core Values: Honesty, Respect, Integrity, Compassion, Innovation
We believe EVERYONE deserves opportunity!

Venture's Board of Directors and Corporate Donors are made up of people from all walks of life: small business
owners, lawyers, carpenters, police officers, teachers—active people like you who want to be involved and make a
difference in the lives of others. Contact Mike Hyland at ext. 1144 or mhyland@venturecs.org for more information.

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE SERVICES
Mike Hyland, President & CEO Residential . Shared “V”‘S _
Dot Cote, Executive Vice President & CFO Transportation Supported Living
Adult Foster Care Employment Supports
Tiffany Breau, Vice President of Property Mgmt. & I.T. Professional Training  Day Habilitation
Kevin Hughes, Vice President of Day Services Autism Supports Youth & Family Supports

Bruce Leger, Vice President of HR & Prof. Development
Kerrie Mason, Vice President of Marketing ith .
Kyle Murray, Vice President of Q.A. & Clinical Services Connect with us online!
Paige Szugda, Director of Health Services www.venturecs.org

Melissa White, Vice President of Residential Services

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 'i @ ’ m :c?r

President: Donna Peters .
Vice President: Dick Whitney Be sure to follow our bi-weekly blog

Clerk: Pat Nylin
Treasurer: Carl Ekman

Kathy Charette, Andrea Cropley, Laurie Downes,
Paul Kolesnikovas, Patricia Lamoureux




